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SUBJECT: IMCO: INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON TRAINING 
AND CERTIFICATION OF SEARFARERS (TCS) - 
ACTIVITIES JUNE 14-16. 

REF: LONDON 9606 

1 . CONFERENCE OPENED JUNE 14 BY IMCO SECGEN SRIVASTAVA 
AND U.K. PARLIAMENTARY UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
TRADE, DAVIS, WHO GAVE WELCOMING REMARKS, THE LATTER 
HIGHLIGHTING NEED TO AVOID POLITICIZATION OF TECHNICAL 
CONFERENCES SUCH AS THIS. DANISH DELEGATE, TAGE MADSEN 
WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE BY ACCLAMATION. 

TEN VICE PRESIDENTS ELECTED FROM ARGENTINA, GERMAN 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC, GHANA, IRAQ, NETHERLANDS, USSR, 

UNITED KINGDOM, BRAZIL, CAPE VERDE, AND THAILAND. 63 
COUNTRIES AND 16 OBSERVERS ARE PARTICIPATING. ARAB 
STATE DELEGATIONS' SPONSORSHIP OF PALESTINE LIBERATION 
ORGANIZATION (PLO) FOR OBSERVER STATUS PRIVATELY CAUSED 
CONCERN DURING OPENING DAYS OF THE CONFERENCE, BUT BY 
THIRD DAY STATUS REACHED AS REPORTED REFTEL. 

2. FRANCE, CAMEROON, SINGAPORE, SOMALI AND YUGOSLAVIA 
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WERE PLACED ON CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE. AUSTRALIA, DEMO- 
CRATIC YEMEN, FRANCE, FRG, JAPAN, KENYA, MALAYSIA, 

SPAIN, URUGUAY, USSR, UK AND US WERE PLACED ON DRAFTING 
COMMITTEE. A SPECIAL TANKER WORKING GROUP WAS ESTAB- 
LISHED, SUPPORTED STRONGLY BY U.K., U.S. AND DENMARK 
AMONG OTHERS, TO PREPARE DRAFT REGULATION AND/OR RESO- 
LUTION CONCERNING STANDARDS OF TRAINING OF CREWS ON 
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TANKERS AND TO CONSIDER PROPOSALS CONCERNING DRAFT 
RESOLUTIONS 7 AND 8, DEALING WITH CREW TRAINING AND 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR SHIPS CARRYING HAZARDOUS OR NOXIOUS 
CHEMICALS IN BULK AND LIQUEFIED GASES IN BULK. IT WILL 
CONVENE 19 JUNE. SEVERAL DELEGATIONS, PARTICULARLY 
GREECE, ADVISED CAUTION IN PREPARING A DRAFT PAPER ON 
STANDARDS OF TRAINING OF CREWS ON TANKERS IN THE RF.T.A- 
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TIVELY SHORT PERIOD OF 18 DAYS. 

3. COMMITTEE I (ARTICLES) ELECTED VONAU OF POLAND AS 
CHAIRMAN. THE U.S. OPPOSED AND DEFEATED A PROPOSAL BY 
THE NETHERLANDS, INDIA AND INDONESIA WHICH WOULD HAVE 
HAD THE EFFECT OF INCLUDING CERTAIN FISHERIES VESSELS 
UNDER THIS CONVENTION. THE LEADING ISSUES UNDER DIS- 
CUSSION ARE THE DEFINITION OF "DESIGNATED NEAR COASTAL 
WATERS'" AND ARTICLE X, CONTROL, BY PORT STATES. 

4. COMMITTEE II (DECK) ELECTED CAPTAIN VANCHISWAR OF 
INDIA AS CHAIRMAN. U.S. PROPOSAL TO CONVERT THE PRO- 
POSED CONVENTION RECOMMENDATIONS ON DECK WATCH GUIDANCE 
TO MANDATORY REGULATIONS RESULTED IN THE FORMATION OF 

A WORKING GROUP TO SELECT KEY PORTIONS OF THE RECOMMEN- 
DATIONS FOR ADDITION TO THE PROPOSED REGULATION ON 
BASIC PRINCIPLES IN KEEPING A NAVIGATIONAL WATCH. A 
PROPOSAL BY THE NETHERLANDS TO USE LENGTH INSTEAD OF 
TONNAGE AS A PARAMETER FOR APPLICATION OF THE CONVENTION 
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WAS SOLIDLY DEFEATED. 

5. COMMITTEE HI (ENGINEERING) ELECTED BALMER OF THE 
UK AS CHAIRMAN. U.S. PROPOSAL TO CONVERT PROPOSED 
CONVENTION RECOMMENDATION ON ENGINEERING WATCH GUIDANCE 
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TO MANDATORY REGULATION RESULTED IN FORMATION OF A 
WORKING GROUP TO SELECT KEY PORTIONS FOR ADDITION TO 
REGULATION ON BASIC PRINCIPLES IN KEEPING AN ENGINEERING 
WATCH. 

6. COMMITTEE IV (RADIO) ELECTED ANDERSON OF NORWAY AS 
CHAIRMAN. THE COMMITTEE WITH U.S. SUPPORT DELETED ALL 
REFERENCES TO RADIO OPERATORS FROM THE PROPOSED REGULA- 
TIONS. THEY WILL BE PLACED IN CONVENTION RECOMMENDATIONS. 

7. DRAFTING COMMITTEE ELECTED SINGMAN OF THE U.S. AS 
CHAIRMAN. ALL COMMITTEES ARE CONSIDERING THE PROBLEM 
OF WHAT SIZE VESSELS SHOULD BE EXCLUDED FROM APPLICATION 
OF THE CONVENTION AND WHAT PARAMETERS SHOULD BE USED. 

8. USDEL SENDS. 

BREWSTER 
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